December 2020 Newsletter
Geelong Patchwork & Quilters’ Guild Inc.
No.A6698
www.geelongpatch.org.au

JANUARY MEETING—PICNIC IN THE PARK

At the last committee meeting it was decided to have our January meeting, Saturday January
16th in the park. We thought it would be good for everyone to have a catch up as we have not been able to
have a meeting for such a long time.
Place: Eastern Park Circuit, near play space.
Time ;11am to 1pm
BYO chair/picnic blanket, lunch, drink, hat, sunscreen
and
own

insect repellent, and some stitching. Make your
decision about the weather on the day please.
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Committee

President: Cheryl Gilbert
Vice President: Jodie Arklay
Secretary: Janine Parry
info@geelongpatch.org.au
Assistant Secretary: Dianne White
Treasurer: Elaine Hicks
Assistant Treasurer:

Sue Robertson

Newsletter Editor: Sue Palmer
news@geelongpatch.org.au
Assistant Newsletter Editor &
Photographer: Lisa Hollingsworth
Membership Secretary: Bronwyn
Drehlich
Website Manager: Jodie Arklay
webman@geelongpatch.org.au
Assistant Website Manager:
Judith de Fontenay
Librarians: Judy Bubb & Pauline Lorenz

Monthly Meetings
Monthly meetings are held on the THIRD Saturday of each month
at: The Masonic Centre, Regent Street, Belmont (Melways 451 H-J 9-10)
Doors open from 10.30am to 3.30pm. Library is open from 11:00am. Official Meeting starts at 12:45pm.
Bring your own lunch, unless a shared lunch is advertised.
Tea, coffee and biscuits for afternoon tea are provided.

Morning tea is available from 10.45am, this gives the kitchen crew time to set up.
Kitchen will be closed for clean up at 2.30pm.

For insurance purposes, we request that all members and visitors sign the attendance book when entering
the hall, and please sign out if you need to leave early.
An entry fee of $5 (members) or $6 (visitors) helps us cover meeting expenses.
Please bring a jacket or jumper if you are likely to feel the cold from the air conditioners during summer and
layers so that you can strip off if too hot in winter.

Forthcoming Meetings
PLEASE NOTE : ALL PLANS ARE ON HOLD DUE TO THE VIRUS.

The Committee have decided the challenge date due
has been extended until we can have a meeting again.
Once we can meet we will have the quilts on display in
the hall.

Library Assistants: Glenys Russell
& Ann Key

Newsletter Distributor: Betty Scott
Go-Cutter Coordinator: Librarians
Blankets of Love: Adrienne Hare
Very Snuggly Quilts/QFO/KOGO:
Judy Alcock
Anne Sushames
Workshops Coordinator:
Cheryl Gilbert
workshops@geelongpatch.org.au
Refreshments: Catherine Naughton.
Archivist/Historians: Margaret Tembo
Bus Trip Impresario: Sue Robertson
Congratulations & Commiserations
Coordinator: Annette Packett

** Committee Meetings will be held
monthly after Guild meetings unless
otherwise advised.

Please direct all correspondence
regarding your Guild for the
Committee’s attention to:
PO Box 753, Geelong 3220;
email: info@geelongpatch.org.au
or alternatively hand the letter to
Secretary at Guild meetings.

GPAQG LIFE MEMBERS
June Warner (dec) Glenys Russell
Jan Preston
Judy Alcock
Betty Scott
Leslie Clarke

Kerrie Maloney
Judy Bubb

Cut off date for advertising and articles for the next newsletter is Monday 1st February2021
To: news@geelongpatch.org.au (preferably); 0r PO Box 753, Geelong, 3220.
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DECEMBER 2020 President’s Report

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year everyone. It is sad that we are not able to have our usual Christmas
meeting when remembering back to last year when the children came to entertain us, how lovely it was to
hear their voices and see the happiness on their faces. At least now with the lifting of restrictions we will be
able to celebrate with family and loved ones.
During the year the Committee have kept in touch via email but on the Saturday which would have been
Guild meeting day, held a face-to-face meeting so that some important issues could be discussed. The
Committee realise that some of the items on the agenda would have been discussed with members at a
meeting but due to not knowing when we will meet again, it was decided that the Committee would make
the decision.
Three items were discussed at length and the decisions which were made are listed below:
Quilt-In 2021. – It was decided to cancel the 2021 Quilt-In.
This is because of the uncertainty of Covid restrictions with indoor gatherings. The Guild has to show a
duty of care to both members and visitors and the Committee felt that it would not be abiding if the
Quilt-In was held.
Exhibition 2021. – It was decided to cancel the 2021 Exhibition.
This is because of the uncertainty of Covid restrictions with indoor gatherings. The Guild has to show a
duty of care to both members and visitors and the Committee felt that it would not be abiding if
Exhibition was held. The 2021 booking has been cancelled and a booking made for 2022.
Request for re-imbursement for cost of batting for Snuggly Quilts program.
Judy Alcock had written to the Committee requesting re-imbursement of $204 for batting for the Snuggly
Quilts program. – As there has been no significant income this year, the Guild’s funds have been
depleted quite a bit as monthly and yearly expenditure still occurred, this request was denied.
Early in the year I had approached Victorian Textiles asking if the Guild could purchase rolls of batting
from them for making the charity quilts. The answer was that they would donate some when it was
available. After receiving the request from Judy I again approached them, they kindly donated two
rolls of batting but the freight had to be paid. A very kind lady who was receiving treatment at St
John of God had donated some money to be used for the quilt making, this was used to cover the
freight. One roll of batting was given to Sue Palmer for the St John of God quilts and one roll to Judy
Alcock for Snuggly Quilts.
The Committee also discussed having the January Sit and Sew meeting, Jodie
suggested that we have a picnic in the park. Let’s hope that the sun is shining on the
day and that we are able to enjoy each other’s company again.
Again, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas, hoping that you have all been extra good
this year so that Santa will leave something special under the tree for you.

Happy stitching
Cheryl.
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An Update on Comfort Quilt Program – Bellarine Quilters

Some of the Bellarine Quilters have been meeting for a catch up in Portarlington Park on a Monday
for a coffee. We also do our Show and Tell.
Last Monday we collected the Comfort Quilts that our members have been making in lockdown, we
are going to donate 30 Comfort Quilts to Bethany Family Services
I have attached a photo of some of the quilts from Monday and the packed bags ready to go.
Due to lockdown Bethany are currently not accepting donations, they will be phoning when we can
drop the Comfort Quilts off. Dianne White.
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December 2020 Editorial
Sue Palmer.
news@geelongpatch.org.au
My goodness here we are at the end of the year already, this year had flown by.
We have photos of four Challenge quilts this month, it is interesting to see the colours used
and ideas members have had. We also have some photos of projects members have been
working on over the last months.
I would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and good health and happiness in the
coming year.

Happy stitching.
Sue

December Website Report - Jodie
www.geelongpatch.org.au
Mobile:0411 206 034

Wow, I can't believe Christmas is almost here! For the first time in ages we have a real
Christmas tree and it smells wonderful. Our dog wasn't particularly happy with being
decorated! We converted an old tomato trellis into an outdoor tree covered in green tinsel
and lights. The star is made with baby coat hangers cable tied together. Our cheeky elves,
Caleb Christmas and Merry Christmas have come out of their hideout in the cupboard
and Elliott has had some fun trying to find them each day.
Now that I have finished work for the year, I hope to have some time to finish off some UFOs
and get stuck into updating & improving the website.
Have a wonderful Christmas and I can't wait to see many of you in the New Year.
Cheers
Jodie.
(Photos page 15.)
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Di’s Remembrances Poppies.
Here’s my Embroidery I did for the family for Remembrance Day2020 – Designs by Kreative Kiwi
I made the ANZAC Soldier Hanger – Lest We Forget Hanger, Poppy Coaster and Stand Alone Poppies
Made a few sets for my siblings .

Heights Sewing Centre est .1935
176 Pakington Street
West Geelong 3218
ph: 5229 3558

1/ 63 Synnot Street
Werribee 3030
ph: 8742 6238

MAJOR EXHIBITION SPONSOR 2019.
** Machine & overlocker servicing by Industry Qualified technicians
Service centre: 5 Candover Street, Geelong West 3218 Ph: 5229 5567
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What have I been doing? From Judith Oke.
Hmm ... lots of reading - a good time to catch up on those quilt magazines that I see around; lots of
eating - we won't talk about that; lots of sewing - love a straight seam. I can do a lot of meditating when
sewing a straight seam.
I've been diving into my ever growing collection of scrap bags to sew up charity quilts. As you know it is
so satisfying to start with a bag of scraps and see a quilt emerge. From one box I made three children's
quilts. I have also been enjoying the memories that come when making another quilt using leftovers
from another. Some of my tops are yet to be finished and the old clothes horse has been pressed into
service for storage. So it goes on ...

Above left: Quilt tops on the clothes
hanger awaiting quilting.
Above and left: Boys quilts made from the
scrap bags.
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Artisans Exhibition 2018 : Fabric of Our Community GPQG exhibits
curated by Pat Norton

Pat Norton spoke to a number of members in 2017 to entering quilt art work an Exhibition : Fabric of
Our Community – Role of Women in Geelong past and present. This article pays tribute to Pat and the
artists listed. The work they submitted is both original and covers a wide Geelong history. Pat mounted
the works on a canvas frame so they could be hung. The Exhibition was held at The Gordon Gallery and
other local artisan groups contributed too. Pat contributed a number of works of art. (1-3)

1. Archibald ( a portrait and history)
JF Archibald (1856-1919) was a journalist and founder of the Bulletin magazine, who also served as a
trustee of the Art Gallery of NSW. He is the man behind one of Australia's oldest and best known art
prizes for portraiture. The Archibald Prize is named after him.

Women in Politics Geelong
2a. Lisa Neville (State) Lisa Mary Neville is an Australian politician,
currently serving as the member for Bellarine in the Victorian Legislative
Assembly. She represents the Labour Party. She currently is the Minister for
Police and Minister for Water.

2b. Sarah Henderson (Federal)
Sarah Moya Henderson is an Australian politician and former journalist. She
has been a Senator for Victoria since September 2019, representing the
Liberal Party. She previously held the Division of Corangamite in the House of
Representatives from 2013 to 2019.

3. Women at War (WW1, WW2 & Afghan)

Pat Norton & Ethel Gibbs – Holden Bros Travelling
Circus (This circus spent the travelling off season housed on
the Bellarine Peninsular.)
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Artisans Exhibition 2018 : Fabric of Our Community
GPQG exhibits curated by Pat Norton
Ethel Gibbs

WWI Nurse from Geelong

Ethel’s inspiration was that her father fought and was wounded on
the Somme 1914-1918. As the 100th anniversary was approaching
she felt it was an appropriate time for acknowledgement and also
thought about nurses in WW1, so she researched and found several
nurses went from Geelong. An untold story, which showed
courage ,adventurous journey and commitment.

Sue Palmer

Woman Tram Conductor Geelong

During World War II, passenger traffic increased as a result of petrol rationing
and people employed in munitions factories around Geelong. In 1943 the trams
carried 6,500,000 people. Because of the shortage of men to work on the
trams, the SEC decided to employ women to work as conductors.

Magda Moore Daughter as
Chef. Magda’s Inspiration came from her
daughter – in the past Chefs were mostly
men now women are taking their place in
Geelong as chefs.
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Artisans Exhibition 2018 : Fabric of Our Community
GPQG exhibits curated by Pat Norton

Yetty Barrett
Colonial and modern women using
sewing machines.

Yetty Barrett
Pioneer Women settled at Drysdale
Miss Drysdale and Miss Newcomb
growing and supplying food for the
poor people that were living in the
area at the time.

Rae Sharp
Women’s Land Army
Rae based her exhibit on Land Care,
she is a member of the Bellarine Quilters.
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Artisans Exhibition 2018 : Fabric of Our Community
GPQG exhibits curated by Pat Norton
Christine Fox.
Washer Woman
Based on Christine’s dear Mum. Christine was one
of 6 children. In the early sixties they moved to
Anakie and lived on 65 acres in the bush in the
Brisbane Ranges. Her Dad built the house himself
but they had no electricity. Mum and Dad were
promised supply in 3 months but it took 3 years.
Her lovely hard working Mum did all the washing by
hand with a copper tub, a trough and a wringer.
With 6 kids running wild in the bush getting dirty it
can’t have been an easy task. Chris said “I never
fully appreciated how hard it must have been until I
became an adult.”

Annette Packett
Women Sock knitted during WW2
From the painting “Sock Knitter” 1915 in NSW Art
Gallery

Margaret Tembo Christ Church in
Geelong and Women in Church.
Christ Church Anglican’s foundation stone was
laid in 1843. The first part of building
completed 1845. Women’s early roles in the
church were mainly arranging flowers and
providing refreshments but leadership was in
hands of men. Since the ordination of women
as ministers in Victoria they are church leaders
as bishops, priest and deacons involved in the
conducting of worship in church each Sunday
and the sacraments of Baptism, Marriage and
Funerals together with pastoral care to
children and families.
Article written by Margaret Tembo.
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QUIZ - DECEMBER 2020 from Lisa.
1.A block with a neck decoration
2.A block with a symbolic exchange
3.A block to hold precious things
4.A block with a useful carrier
5.A block with time
6.A very cold winter block
7.A block with money
8.A block providing light
9.Who creates amazing painted and heavily free-motion quilted art-quilts?
10.Who am I? After completing an arts degree in 1997, I decided to make just one
quilt! I have lived a total of 15 years in Arab and Islamic countries. I am well
known for my pictorial quilts of people I’ve met.
Answers on the last page.

MYSTERY QUILT 2021
Expressions of Interest invited.
This is a medallion style quilt, finished size 49 x 49 inches. It is
intermediate skill level, extra borders can be added if desired. It will be
fun to see the variations that appear at the end!
I will email the steps to you each month. There will be 6 steps, beginning
in February 2021. The mystery quilt will only be communicated by email,
it will not be in the newsletter, (as requested by the author).
Please contact me (Lisa) by email to be included.
lisak1962@gmail.com

Guild AGM—Due to the virus restrictions the Department of Consumer Affairs notified non profit
organisations that an application could be made for an extension to hold an AGM at a later date. This has
been done. At this stage we have until December 30th to hold the AGM, if we are still not able to hold our
meetings then a further extension application will be made.
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MYSTERY QUILT 2020.

Quilt above made by Judith Oke.

Quilt above made by Lisa Hollingsworth, Lisa added
some yellow slashes to brighten up the quilt.

Quilt above made by Elaine Hicks.

Quilt above made by Sue Palmer.
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From Margaret Tembo.

My church has a Christmas raffle fundraiser and I have
contributed the major prize, and Judy Bubb - has
contributed the quilting on her machine.

Table runner in my favourite colours lime green and
purple.

Quilts for St John of God Hospital

Quilt on left made
by Magda Moore,
quilt on right
made by Margaret
Page.
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Photos from
Jodie,
decorated
dog, indoor
Christmas
tree (right),
Outdoor tree
bottom left,
Christmas elf
search
bottom right.

Christmas
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Margaret Tembo has finished a table runner UFO started a few years ago. This was part of a six
item project, four were finished and given as gifts, two were unfinished. One still to be quilted.

Ideas for handmade Christmas tags can be found at:
Nanacompany.typepad.com/nanacompany/2012/11/
join-in-the-holiday-tag-a-long.html

Tutorial for this Christmas Tree Ornament can be
found at:
Suzyquilts.com/stars-hollow-christmas-treeornament-tutorial/
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December birthday ladies:
Barbara Dawson, Judith de Fontenay,
Marie Dean, Bronwyn Drehlich,
Wendy Evans, Sue Larsen,
Jean Ramm, Glenda Stewart,
Margaret Walker and Dallas Windmill.

This month Elaine Hicks
has made the Advent
Calendar from a panel
for her sister, who does
not sew ( left), two baby
quilts for Elaine's sons
friend who had twins in
September (below) and
a quilt using Zoe’s
pattern “Tumble &
Turn”. Elaine had the
fabric for ages, started
cutting late 2019 and
finished during
October. (Right)
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CAN YOU HELP?
THE ALANNAH & MADELINE FOUNDATION —Lisa Hollingsworth:
Pillowcases for Buddy Bags - for children taken into emergency care
Ages—toddlers to teens—boys & girls
U-tube: Gourmetquilter.com How to make a pillowcase
Or copy a standard size pillowcase
ST JOHN of GOD HOSPITAL —Sue Palmer:
Made for adults undergoing treatment at day stay oncology unit

Quilt tops (and backings if possible ) or completed quilts gladly received to be donated.
Approximate size 1.5m x 1.5m, big enough to wrap well around, tuck in and keep the recipient cosy.
GEELONG FOOD RELIEF CENTRE COLLECTION
Each month our donation is always gratefully accepted, so please continue to bring any of the following items, in average size (for
uniformity and limited shelf space): Toothbrushes; Toothpaste; Roll on deodorants; Tampons, etc; Shaving Cream; Razors; Shampoo;
Conditioner; Soap.
A blue trolley will be available at each Guild meeting to place your donated items into. These will then be taken to the Geelong Food
Relief Centre for distribution. If you wish to help in any way please contact the Centre.
Geelong Food Relief Centre Inc. 8 Freedman Street, North Geelong. Ph: 52786588
Email:admin@geelongfoodrelief.org

Web: www.geelongfoodrelief.org Facebook: Geelong Food Relief Centre

· Massive range of patchwork fabrics from Brights to Traditional, including an extensive range of Tilda.
Books, patterns, templates, equipment
· Brother & Elna Sewing Machines & Overlocker Sales.
Tailor made Sewing Room Furniture
· Rasant, Aurifil, DMC & Cottage Garden Threads
·

Classes for all skill levels
· Full range of Zoe Clifton Design Books, Patterns & Templates
· Service to all makes and models of Sewing Machines & Overlockers
· Visit our website for 24/7 shopping where you will be amazed with the products available

Our new ‘Super Store’ is located at
395 – 399 Moorabool Street Geelong Vic 3220
(03) 5221 3034
Email: bellarinesewingcentre@outlook.com

Website: www.bellarinesewingcentre.com.au

(Opposite the home of the Geelong Cats AFL Stadium)
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AREA SUB GROUPS

Colac Quilters Inc.

Queenscliff Patchwork & Needlecraft Group

Contact: Lorraine Boyd Ph: 5231 4991

Contact: Carolyn Williams 5258 3367

PO Box 436, Colac, VIC.

Meets: 2nd Monday

Meets: 1st Saturday

Time: 1:00 pm

Time: 11am to 3:30pm

Venue: Q’cliff Neighbourhood House

Venue: St Andrews Hall,
Corner of Pollack St & Hesse St, Colac
Seachange Quilters

Purple Pixies

Stitchers at Sea

Contact: : Lesley Clarke Ph: 5281 3254

Contact: Glenys Russell Ph: 5255 2991

Meets: Every Tuesday & Wednesday

Meets: 2nd Monday

Meets: 1st Wednesday

Venue: Senior Citizens, Clifford Parade,

Time: 10am-3:30pm

Venue: Rotating home system

Contact: Carole Bosna Ph: 0438 416 646

Barwon Heads.

Venue: Geelong West Oval

Wyndham Patchwork

Torquay Sip & Stitchers

Contact: Joy Sleeman 0432 828 911

Contact: Meg Pyburne 5261 5081 (AH)

Meets: 2nd Sat (Mtg); 4th Sat (Sit & sew)

Meets: every 2nd week Time: Friday 7:30pm or

Venue: Community Centre & Library, Manor Lakes

Weekend day of your choice Saturday or Sunday
Time: 10.00am-4.00pm
Venue: Rotating home system

Regent Street Stitchers
Contact: Judy Bubb Ph: 0425 810 203
Or Dallas Windmill Ph: 0409 430 678
Meets: 1st & 3rd, Mondays, 7pm-9.30pm.
($20 per school term).
& Meets: 2nd Sat 9.30am-2.30pm.
(Sit & Sew, Floorboard area or Front Room, $4, All
welcome).
Venue: Geelong Masonic Centre Belmont.

Machine Quilters

Bellarine Quilters
Contact: Dianne White
Mob: 0438701414
Email: diannewhite14@outlook.com
Meets: Mondays, 9.30am-3.00pm. & Meets: 1st,
3rd, & 5th Thursday, 7.30pm-9.30pm
Venue: Drysdale Senior Citizens, 1 Clifton Springs
Road, Drysdale 3222. Everyone welcome.

Shops

Present your current Geelong Guild membership
card at these shops for your discount. Please
mention your membership prior to finalising your
purchases.

Anshabelle Quilting

Wheatsheaf Quilting

Anne Sushames

(also Quilt Sales)

195 Gundrys Rd

Judy Bubb

Bellbrae 3228

1-2 Oakwood Ridge,

* Gail’s Patchwork Emporium (over $20 cash only)

Mobile: 0402915405

St Albans Park 3219

* Lizzies Quilt Shop : Upstairs, Level 1, Market

* Heights Sewing Centre (10%)
* Bellarine Sewing Centre (over $25 cash only)

Ph: 5248 4057

Square, Geelong. Ph. 0407424896.

Mob: 0425 810 203

Liz is honouring Tracey’s VIP Customer Card.
We thank these shops for their continued support.
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ANSWERS for Dec quiz.
1. Bowtie
2. Wedding ring
3. Jewel box
4. Basket
5. Hour glass
6. Snowball
7. Chinese coin
8. Chinese lantern
9. Helen Godden
10. Jenny Bowker
(PS: I recommend Jenny’s website to view some of her quilts, and read about her journeys and
experiences. Jennybowker.com )

If undelivered, please return to:
PO Box 753, Geelong 3220

Deadline & Advertising
Material for inclusion in the next edition of Common Thread
must reach the editor no later than:
Monday 1st February2021.
Please send all articles to The Editor, preferably by email:
news@geelongpatch.org.au
Postal address is PO Box 753, Geelong 3220
Material submitted for publication in Common Thread should
not infringe copyright of any kind. If you are not the original
author or artist, please include source information for written
material or pictures so that every attempt can be made to seek
permission for its legal use.

The newsletter is printed 11 months of the year from February to
December.
Advertising rates are:
$10.00 per 1/8 pg.
$15.00 per 1/4 pg.
$20.00 per 1/3 pg.
$30.00 per 1/2 pg.
$60.00 per full pg.
Machine quilters’ listing $5.00/month. Advertisements must be
print-ready and emailed if possible, preferably as word doc. or
publisher (pub) file.
Payment to be made to the Treasurer in advance.
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